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The Script of The Speech for Daedalian Meeting

My honor

Gen. Romulo

in U.N.

Best pilot
Best A/ C

Free World

At Osan Air Base
USAF
Jan, 1984

by Gen. Chang Chi Ryang(Ret.)

Col. Connolly,(Commander of Det. 1, 314 AD,) and members of Da-
edalian meeting !

It is my honor and great pleasure to be invited to Daedalian Meeting
and dinner to tell you a story about Korean War, particularly about
Korean Air Force operations,

Gen.Romulo(Republic of pilippines, the Foreign Minister, once Presid-
ent of UN in 1949) stated to me, In UN,)

Smaller the countries deliver longer speech,

Shorter the speech more difficult to make, so, 1 want to make mine
shortest possible,

Korea today, is a place free world and communist are confronting
most seriously and the longest armistice has been maintaining.

Also here are deployed the most advanced and sophisticated USAF fi-
ghters, together with the most well-qualified fighter pilots.

Another words, You Gentlemen are the most hot fighter pilot of the
free world.

If you defeat the enemy, our free world Will be defended.
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ROKAF

South-North

Russian
YAK-9
IL-10

U. S

No Tank
Artillery
Ships

Airplane

L-4
L-5
ROKAF

If not, we will be lost.

Therefore, I feel very much obligated to address a speech in front
of you, in such a valuavle time and place, Daedalian Meeting.

The Korean Air Force was established in late 1948, Much later th-
an Army and Navy. At the very beginning, about 100 members we-
re invited, to join army air corps under the Korean army,.

They were mostly well-qualified pilots, mechanics, communication te-
chnicians and some weather men in Chinese, Japanese and U.S. Air
Force,

Frankly speaking, these 100 member’s skill level were much higher
than north Korean Air Force members.

We, however, lost the initiative and advantages which we had to be-
gin with,

After Russian troops occupied north Korea at the end of World War
I, they started immediately to organize and arm Korean Pecple’s
Army,

They delivered about 180 planes including Yak-9 and IL.-10 which
were Russian fighers and bombers used during the World War 1I.

In our part, in south Korea. Under the U.S. military government,
Korean constabulary and naval coast guard were established with
only light arms,

Tanks, artillery and some powerful naval ships were all excluded.
We, air men, proposed to establish the air force but ignored it un-
til 1948,

It was a bit late but fortunate for us to have army air corps estab-
lished in 1948 with only L-4 and L-5.

Oct. 1, 1949 was a day we became seperate Air Force from the

Army,
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100 A/C, US

Gen. Chunault

300,0008 US
Not US

But Canada

Capt. Lee
IL-10

June 25 1950

First Attack

Y oungdeungpo

2nd Attanck

No defend
Not ready

In 1949, we had strong recommendation to the President, Syngman
Ryee. to request about 100 fighter airplanes to U.S. Government.
That time, we heard that F-51 Mustang was sold to some of central
and south American countries with the cost of US $ 1.00.

Similar request was made to Gen. MacArthur through Major Gen.
Chunault (Co. of the Flying Tiger Force in China). All of these re-
puests and proposals were rejected.

After all, nation wide movement for the contribution for the Air Fo-
rce spread over the country and US $ 300, 000 was donated. We
could buy 10 AT-6s from Canada. Their first flight was made on
May 14, 1950, only a month before the war.

We were extremely frightened and disappointed when we learned from
defected North Korean pilot that North Korean Air Force had alre-
ady 180 of IL-10 and Yak-9 capable of combat mission,

In comparison, we only had 10 L-4s, 10 L-5s and 10 T-6s without
armament.

In the early morning of June 25, 1950 at Seoul Air Base,(Yeo-i do)
unidentified fighters initiated strafing on our hangers.

About one hour later at 10 00 o’ clock, a group of about 40 people
rushed to the base, shouting that “What kind of training is this on
Sunday morning?” “There are many causalities on the street at Yo-
ung Deung Po.”

Duty officer had no way to explain about it,

That moment, second wave of Yak-9 flight flew over the base and
repeated similar type strafing, For the first time, people from You-
ng Deung Po and duty officer realized North Korean air attack.

We were absolutely defenseless condition.

All officers and airmen were on weekend leaves.
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Air Attack

2nd Day

3rd Day

F-51(10)
10 Pilots

Two days
Orientation

Two T/0 & L/D

6146 SQ

B/G Lee
Wing Co

I was also about to leave for downtown Seoul for a movie with my
family.

North Korean fighters repeated their air attack on Seoul and KimPo
Air Base. We could not date to fly T-6, L-4 and L-5 against Yak-
9 and IL-10 fighters,

On the second day of the war, more aerial combat was fought betw-
een North Korean fighters and US Air Force fighters. I could obs-
erve speedy and manuvable F-82, F-51 and F-80 jet fighters.

Yak-9 and IL-10 was shot down one after one in dog fight.

On the third day of the war, North Korean fighters continued to
sweep over Seoul,MKimpo and Suwon area. One of C-54 at the par-
king place of Suwon Air Base was attacked and burned down.

This plane belonged to HQ FEAF and had brought some Generals
from Japan for war consultation,

Seoul was occupied by enemy at midnight of the 3rd day.

General Kim Chung Yul, Chief of staff of Air Force recommended
urgently to President Syngman Ryee to obtain F-51s from U. S.to
stop and destroy enemy tanks. This request was for the first time
accepted by U.S. government. .

First 10 pilots were sent to Itazuke Air Base, Japan to get training.
They had only two days of orientation and twice of T/0O and L/ D
and then came back to Tac Gu for combat,

6146 Air Base SQ (US Air Force) commanded by Major Dean E.
Hess came to Tae Gu with members of pilots, mechanics, supply
and armament crews to support the operations and training of Korean
F-51 pilots.

Our first combat mission was to destroy enemy tanks near An Yang,

south of Seoul. Wing commander B/General Lee Kun Sok ;hot down
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L-4 OPS

T-6

Bomb / Tank

Important

Balls

NK Pilots

Heavy bomb

Damage

Gen, Stil::crv

and killed.

During this time on Seoul, as DCS /OPS, HQ, I was conduction
aerial attack to destroy enemy tanks by launching L-4,L-5 and T-6s
over enemy ground troops, mainly in Tong Du Chon and Ui Jeong Bu
area,

We installed bomb lockers under the wings of T-6 to hang 4 to 6
Korean made GP bombs (30 Pounds) then we flew over enemy and
dropped.

On the L-4 and L-5 rear seat, crew held bomb in his arm then op-
ened the window and threw the bomb out over enemy tanks.

I issued strict order that all pilots on bombing mission should fly be-
low 1, 000 feet for accuracy.

We destroyed considerable number of tanks but we also lost a good
number of pilots and crews.

Cne episode, one of crew was divingiwith bomb holding in his arm to
enemy tank. He covered his balls by his left hand to protect because
so many samll arms came to him,

North Korean pilots were very poor on formation, angle of attack,
selection and hitting of the targets with their 180 fighter bombers.
Their mission planning was not well concentrated nor very decisive.
They were all shot down by USAF pilot in about 4-5 days without
giving us any serious damage,

They lost most of their experienced pilots within two weeks. Most
of their aircrafts on the ground and base facilities were bombed down
at very early stage leaving only few bilots survived who escaped to
Manchuria for possible retraining and reorganization,

Pyung Yang(cﬁpitai city) was heavily bombed by USAF.

I have a story to tell you, When I was in ET (Ethiopia, as ambassador).
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Counsellor

Youri Komarov

So,I told joke
to him
Daejon to

Daegu (K-2)

K-2)

Misbombing

9. 28
Inchon

Landing

Che Ju
(K-40)

In 1970, at reception, Russian counseller Komarov, told me “During
every day bombing on P. Y. we staied in undergrond shelter most of
time with Amb, Stikov)

“Didn’t you see my face in A/ C, I was looking for you and Gen.
Stikov. ! ”

When I came down to Daegu to join fighter wing, There, I could see
many F-51s, Australian Air Force fighters, South African fighters,
some Canadian Air Force fighters and some of Spitfires of British
Air Force and USAF,

Our pilots were flying F-51 as wing man led by Maj. Hess and his
pilots to the mission, mostly strafing enemy ground troops.

Due to rapid change of frontlines and lack of airground operations
systems, serious problem of misbombing occurred against our own
troops and civilian refugees.

Most serious case was on the area of Osan and Pyong Taek MSR,
After Inchon landing was successful and seoul air base was secured,
we moved to Seoul air base to attack Pyong Yang and their main
supply route.

Later, we advanced to Pyong Yang and occupied Mirim air base wh-
ere north Korean Air Force headquarters was located. From there,
we flew the mission to the area of Kang Kye, near the Yalu River.
Early December 1950, due to Chinese communist troops’ interven-
tion, we had to withdraw to the south once again. We retreated to
Che Ju air base. We reorganized our wing and training program for
pilots,

During this time, we had opportunity to have instrument flying train-
ing at Johnson air base, Japan,

We conducted more intensive flying trining to preduce more pilots.

_23_.
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ORI

5AF CG

(Comment)

Flag Order

60 hours of basic and primary flying training on L-type and

about 80 hours on T-6 for advanced training then selected pilots were
sent for transition into F-51.

In summer 1951, when we moved to Sa Chon Air Base(K-4) where
we had the most important occasion for our Air Force which was
Operational Readiness Inspection by 5th AF. It was a significant tur-
ning point for our air force.

Col. Issacson, Inspector General 5th AF and his team of about 20
members came down to K-4 and conducted ORI

Main fields of inspection were for operations, intelligence, maintenan-
ce, armament, communication, supply and personnel.

During two weeks inspection period, Col, Issacson and his team st-
ayed colsely with us. Their main points of inspections were .

(1) mission planning

(2) briefing

(3) formation

(4) navigation to the target

(5) bombing

(6) strafing

(7) rocketing

(8) return flight to the base

(9) debriefing and analysis

As wing A-3 and Deputy Gp Co, [ have learned so many things th-
rough ORL 5th AF Commanding General stated after ORI on  the
comment paper, ROK AF is capable to perform and conduct tactical
air operations.”

All of us were so much encouraged and our morale was higher than ev-

er. Now, we were qualified to be one of a combat unit on the list of

_..24_



18| 8F ]

A3 23 E deevh

Own Planning

10th Ftr. Grp.
(K-18)
(K-18)

OPS Function_

ROKAF

Mission

Order of Battle on the 5th AF Flag Order,

We would be given independent mission and fly the mission by our

own planning and members of pilots, We would be given area of bat-

tle to attack,

On October 1, 1951. our 10th fighter group moved to K- 18(Kang

Neung). .

It took us about 10 days to be ready for combat mission. All opera-

tional procedures and operational charts, intelligence informations bro-

ught to base from 5th AF HQ. I displayed all necessary informations

and flag orders on the board for the mission briefing.

To identify and analyze the targets, armament selection, study of

enemy flak situation, flight navigation plan, emergency Rescue proced-

ures, communication informations and selection of pilots were my mo-

st important functions for day to day operations.

I was flying the combat mission time to time when we had difficult

targets.

Our missions were to conduct

(1) close air support for I ROK Corps on the east frontline and cen-
tral frontline of the Korean Divisions,

(2) Pyong Yang air raid,

(3) special missions which was to attack, special targets(such as bri-

dge, tunnel, etc.)

(4) rescure,

(5) air cover

(6) escourt

(7) air ground operation mission (Mosquito mission)

(8) interdiction and

(9) armed reconnaissance
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ROKAF
Rating
Lt. Son
Whisky
Smell

Rejoining

AC & SC
Maxwell AFB

Beautiful

Sonic Boom

Fire Power

Demonstration

ROKAF
Air Show

Our bombing, strafing and rocketing were rated 90% by 5th AF.
A/C in-commission rate was about 75% and supply was adequate,
Life of day fighter pilots were flexible one.

They were allowed to leave the base after sun set.

There were enough drinking bar and dancing hall.

Some pilots always had hang overs and his wing man complained al-
ways smelled whisky from his tail of the Mustang,

Our pilot loss from the enemy flak was not small,

After the mission, we set area to pull out over the Won San Bay
east sea, for possible sea rescue and rejoining’ and return to base,
On early December 1951, I was selected to study at Air Command
and Staff College at Maxwell AFB.

This was first education and life in USA.

That time 37 allied air force officers were in the class of 1952. [
could study and learn various USAF doctrines and principles. Speci-
ally, General Billy Michael impressed me so much.

I still remember a few of good friends in the class.

Maj. Chuk Yeager(BG retire:d) and Maj, Holm, later she became
chief of WAF in Pentagon.

She was beautiful,

My another great impression was to observe fire power demonstra-
tion of air proving ground at Eglin AFB.

When I returned home in summer of 1952, I planned similar type of
air show demonstration with President Shyngman Ryee and governm-
ent high ranking officials and 5th AFCG at present.

Ever since ROKAF air show was conducted until 1969.

During this air show, not only President, high dignitaries of the go-

vernment and political parties and business were present but also

- 26—
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Great
Chance
Military to
win War
Good support

of Nation

Good
trustable

ally

10th Fir.
Grp. CO

Hill 351

Tunnel

I ROK Corps

nearly 500, 000 to 600, 000 citizens of Seoul observed the demonstra-
tion,

It was a great chance to make everybody understand what air force
can do in a war and to get good support.

My firm belief, Gentlemen, military is to demonstrate and exerciseiis
full power against the enemy to win the war.

At the same time it is important to make own President, goverment
leaders and people understand their own force and their capability to
get good support.

I had met many allied officers and we became good friends to  each
other at Maxwell AFB. In the future, war will not be won by alone,
It would be vital matter to have good trustable and capable allied co-
untries and their forces to defend his own country and others.
December 1952, I returned to K-18(Kang Neung) as 10th fighter

group commander.
Gentlemen !

I would like to mention one of the most difficult mission I performed.
That was to destroy north Korean tunnel which was dugged under our
troops position. Hill No.351 was important outpost located in frontline
of I ROK Corps.

Northern parts of hill was occupied by north Korean and southern
part by our troops. They were so closed to each other and exchan-
ging hottest fighting to secure the hill No. 351 as vital important ma-
tter for holding entire frontline secured,

Enemy started digging tunnel from northern side of the slope toward
our troops position. General Lee Hyong Gun.(CG, I ROK COTPS)

and his adviser Col. Stillwell of U.S. Army, invited me to request

_,27_
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Mis-bomb

500 LBS.
2 flights
1 flight

Mission

Accomplished

10th Frt. WG

Armistice day

The night
for the

last day

our support,

It was the most difficult mission to perform because the enemy and
our troops were too close to each other. It might be possible to ha-
ve our ground troops mis-bombed.

But I accepted and decided to have this mission accomplished I sele-
cted good pilots of two flights.

500 LBS GP bomb and 5 inch rocket were selected.

I also selected another flight with only 5 inch rocket and machine
guns for enemy flak suppression,

Attacking flight approached from the enemy side to insert bombs into
the mouth of the tunnel while the 3rd flight were strafing against
enemy ground troops. This was against rule to approach from enemy
side toward friendly troops position.

Mission was accomplished. Enemy troops on the northern part of hill
became like flower planted on the sand.

March 1953. we had good news that 10th fighter group would have75
F-51 for 3 complete SQ. We reorganized the group to 10th fighter
wing according US Air Force wing base plan.

We kept good in-commission rate and increased to 40-50 combat sor-
ties a day with wider target area.

Gentlemen, 1 am going to talk about the day of the Armistice, July
27, 1953.

On the last flag order, we received in the evening of July 26,the day
before the armistice, 5AFCG stated, “The Armistice will be effective
after sunset of July 27.” .

We discussed about final operations for the last day of the war. Qur
conclusion was first to have maximum in-commissioned A/C and lan-

uch maximum combat sorties.

— 2 8-
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Pilot
97 Mission
New Pilot

No Aerial

Battle

8700

. Sorties

1954. D.C
Air Attache

MAP Program

All members of fighter wing worked through the night except pilot.
Some pilots has flown already 97 missions. He wanted to have three
more missions in that day to set a record of 100 missions,

More difficult matter was that whether of not we would allow new
combat ready pilot to fly the mission.

If they were not allowed to fly the mission, they would have no cha-
nce to be called a real combat pilot.

After long consideration, we decided not to allow them to fly the mi-
ssions, because we didn’t want to see any loss at the last minutes,
We launched about 160 sorties in a day.

During the Korean war, our most regrettable thing was that we co-
uld not have chance of aerial battle with north Korean, because no
enemies were in the sky, no birds to hunt !

On my conclusion

Korean AF started with L-type airplane without armament at the
beginning of the war. We flew more than 8700 combat sorties, with
single fighter unit.

We, all member of ROKAF of past and present, worked hard to
become a small but good modern AF, and to be a good capable and trust-
able allied member force with the USAF.,

Gentlemen !

War was over, but we were in armistice, only we are in holding. In
1954, our two governments have come to agreement to replace F-51
with F-86F jet.

When the President, Rhee visited Washington D.C. to meet the Pr-

esident Eisenhower. I was a member of discussion as air attache.

‘Large scale of MAP training program was set up in USA,

Jet pilot training
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Modernization

F-5 Program
1965

F-4 Program
1968

Mr. McDornald
St. Louis

Jet mechanical training

Communication and electronics

AC & W

Advanced staff education were included

Many of bases were modernized, runway was paved by concrete fr-
om PSP. Many technical training facilities also improved. Our pilot
had more flying time.

Their gunnery rating were outstanding. All weather and night combat
capability were improved. Their intercept and air defence capability
were also improved according to MAP program,

Gentlemen !

Time has come to replace our beloved F-86. In 1965 we started to
receive F-5A & B type. We kept highest records of operations and
maintenance among various countries’ keeping F-5.

Northrop A/C Cu, has been greatly advertised by our pilot and mai-
ntenance crew. Northrop Co. should provide at least one SQ of F-5
to Korean Air Force as free,

Gentlemen !

Now, I am going to tell you a2 story Phantom Charlies, my
nickname, June 1967, I was the guest of General Mc Cornnel C/S,
USAF, and Dr. Harold Brown, then the Secretary of Air Force, I
tried to pursuade them to provide F-4 Phantom for Korean Air Fo-
rce.

But I could not get a clear answer.

On the way home, I had contacted to Mr., McDornald, to visit their
factory in St. Louis, He was a nice gentlemen I never forget in my
life, He arranged phantom flight for me for test and orientation,

I flew about one hour together with test pilot,
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F-4 Flight

1968 Decision

Phantom
Charley

1, 21
Pueblo

US build up

Base

Take off and landing, their speed, climbing rate and high altitude
manuvability were excellent. [t's operational range of flight,armament
capability and flexibility of combat mission impressed me tremendously.
This was a kind of aircraft I was looking for and I had full confide-
nce to pursuade President Park to support us. I tried all possible
channel to obtain F-4.

In 1968, U.S. government decided to provide one SQ of F-4D pha-
ntom, I was proposed by many friends in US with F-104 and 105 in-
stead of F-4 phantom,

But I stayed with my original card to have F-4,

My good friend, General Ben Davis (USAF retired), who once was
C/S in UNC in Korea, Changed my nickname as Phantom Charlie.
Gentlemen !

I believe to win the war in the battle of sky over north Korean Air
Force we should have one step advanced aircraft than enemy.

Finally I would like to conclude my speech today.

On 1968 Jan, 21, north Korean launched heavily armed, well trained
commando team to assult the Blue House, the presidential residence.
Two days after, they captured US navy intelligence ship, “Pueblo!
U.S. have decided to build up both air force and Navy striking power
against north Korea for possible punishment. U.S. Air Force was
bringing F-100, F-102, F-105 and F-4D up to about 200 aircrafts.
U.S. Navy brought 3 aircraft carriers,

At that time Chiel of Staff, Korea Air Force, I had a close coord-
ination with General Seth McKee 5 AF CG and General Jack Ryan
PACAF CG.

The most difficult problem was to accommodate these number of aire

crafts and provide the fuel, armaments and quarters for their crews.

- 31-
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10 Wings
10 Bases

These facilities would not be possible to make available in a day or
month.

After the lesson, my strong recommendation to the President Park
was to maintain good 10 fighter wings and modernize 5 existing bases
and construct 5 new fighter bases,

I told him that under the present circumstances, we could not afford
to have same numbers of aircraft as north Korea.,

But we should have more numbers of base which can accommodate
good numbers of aircraft at emergency time, Emergency landing str-
ips of 8 on Seoul-Pusan Express High Way was built by my strong
recommendation,

Gentlemen !

I am proud of to see Kang Neung air base(K-18) to accommodate jet
fighter SQS to cover up eastern air space. That base was the place
where [ stayed most of the time during Korean war and conducted
more than 8,000 combat sorties and the base I paid most keep atte-
ntion to modernize for jet operations,

That base was named by 6146 advisory group as Charlie Air Base,
Thank you.
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1948. 4. 6 KERE BEELE¥YH SR ¥
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1956. 7. - FEE AERT GRIBER BT
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1950.
1950.

1950.
1950.

1950

1950.

1950

1950.
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1950.
1950.
1951. .

1951.
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1951.
1951.
1951.
1952.
1952,

1952.

1953.

1954

1954.

{2
6. 25

6. 28
6. 28.
.6.29~7.6
T4 Bi
7. T8

10.
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12.

9.

10. 1.
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8.

10.
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FHERR, A€ - KH &d BN %R Ikt
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1 EEIRITE BE Wi At BB
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1956.
1958,
1958,
1959,
1961.
1962,
1962.
1963,
1962.
1964.
1964.
1964.
1966.
1968.

11969,

1972.
1973.
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1979.
1979.

8~1968. 8
12.

)
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4.
4.
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EEBEERE R ERT ER

TEBRHYEAS AIEAR(BEWN)

Bt Ethiopia #ap i Af

Fo8uk U NEE (& &)

Bt Philippine JtAIE H& 2t KfE

5t Denmark FHE $ap e A

F10fC WLEA (330 #HEs)

O EBE Frig
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1980.
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1956.
1965.
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2) SFF : Self-Forging Fragment

3) VLSIC : Very Large Scale Integrated Circuit
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Costs in millions of 1981 constant dollars

MRASM GLCCM
F—II
fighter- Lower Higher Lower Higher
[tem bomber cost cost cost cost
Costs
Average unit flyaway
cost I 26.0 0.65 0.65 0.72 0.72
Annual operating and
support cost 1.85 0.05 0.075 0.75 0.1
Fifteen-year life-cycle
cost per operational
weapon 54.0 1.4 1.8 1.8 2.2
Force levels
Total force 53 F-1ls 2,045 2,045 2,045 2,045
missiles; missiles; missiles; missiles;
22 F-16s 50 F-16s 35 TELs 35 TELs
Total operational
units 48 F;lls - 1,800 1, 800 1, 800 1, 800
missiles; missiles; missiles; missiles;
20 F-16s 45 F-16s - 30 TELs 30 TELs
Operational capability
Average sortie rate
per day 1.25 3 2 6 missiles 6 missile
launches launches
Average weapon load n. a. 3 missiles 2 missiles
per F-16 per F-16

n. a. Not available

a, Ground-launched conventional cruise missile.

(HH4L : Batts

« MRASM : 72| 2o} A4 E5
« GLCCM : x| A a}ab4 S et

Hife® p. 595
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